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The Banff Process:  1991 - today
A self-organizing consensus system in transplantation
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2013 Comandatuba, Brazil 5                  Banff Foundation                   Definition of C4d -negative ABMR, adoption of molecular diagnostics

2015 Vancouver, Canada                5                 Banff Foundation / CST           Molecular Diagnostics consensus process

2017        Barcelona, Spain                      5                Banff Foundation / SCT           New end-points for Next-Generation Cl inical Trials, role of i-IFTA

Google Scholar – Citations of Banff reports
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History and Background: 
Banff Foundation For Allograft Pathology

• August 2011,  11th Banff meeting, Paris: Identified unmet need for a 
formal organizational structure for the Banff process 

• Nov 2011: MOU of Key opinion Leaders from the informal Banff 
Process

• October 2012: Grant application to ROTRF “Creation of Swiss 
Foundation Legal Entity for the Banff Allograft Pathology 
Classification and Consensus Process ”

• January 30. 2013: Application for establishing Swiss non for profit 
foundation approved by Swiss authorities

• March 2013: ROTRF funding approval supplying three-year grant 
funding for establishing the “Banff Foundation For Allograft 
Pathology”: www. http://banfffoundation.org/ 

BANFF Foundation (CHE-203.115.238) - Luzernerstrasse 36 - 6045 
Meggen – Switzerland

Banking Details: Valiant Bank, Meggen, Banff Foundation, 
SWIFT/BIC: VABECH22XXX - IBAN: CH85 0630 0502 7204 2749 0



Purpose of Banff Foundation

• The purpose of the Foundation is to promote collaborative research and refinement 
of knowledge in the field of transplantation pathology and related diagnostics 
worldwide.

• The foundation has a not for profit purpose and does not have to generate a profit.

• The ultimate objective of the research being supported is to facilitate knowledge 
translation and constant evolution of allograft pathology and related diagnostics in 
order to enhance clinical care and improve outcomes in transplant recipients.

• The results of the research activities supported will be published in the annual Banff 
Foundation report, on the Foundation website or in scientific journals, and will be 
presented at international scientific meetings. 

• In particular, support will be provided to research projects of the Banff Working 
Groups (BWG) designed to create and evaluate data-driven and evidence-based 
refinement of the Banff classifications.



Banff Working Groups (BWG)

Banff Working Groups:
• Require BOT approval
• Must address an unmet need in the 

Banff classification
• Need to be productive and report 

progress at Banff meetings
• Are temporary: discontinued if not 

productive in addressing the unmet 
need in reasonable time frame



Organizational structure of the Banff Foundation

Board of Trustees: 
K. Solez (Chair), L. Racusen, D. Glotz, A. Demetris, M. Mengel, M. Mihatsch, D. Seron, B. Nankivell, A. Loupy

Local Conference chair:
2017 Meeting: Daniel Seron

Organ Steering committee Chairs:
Composite tissues: Linda Cendales
Heart : Patrick Bruneval / Jean-Paul Duong
Kidney: Mark Haas / Alex Loupy
Liver: Jake Demetris / Chris Bellamy
Lung: David Hwang / Elizabeth Pavlisko
Pancreas: Cinthia Drachenberg

Banff Working Group (BWG):
• TCMR/borderline
• Clinical and Laboratory Assessment of Highly Sensitized Patients 
• Working Group for Evaluation of Adjunctive Diagnostics in Renal 

Allograft Biopsy Interpretation
• EM scoring
• Recurring GN
• TMA in transplants

Legal and Accounting Support

Scientific program committee:
Chairs: Mark Haas and Alex Loupy
Kidney: Mark Haas, Alex Loupy, Carmen Lefaucher
Composite tissues: Linda Cendales
Heart : Patrick Bruneval, Jean-Paul Duong
Liver: Jake Demetris, Christopher Bellamy
Lung: David Hwang, Elizabeth Pavlisko, Antoine Roux
Pancreas/Islets: Cinthia Drachenberg and John Papadimitriou 

Secretary/Treasurer: 
Michael Mengel
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2017 Financial Report

Revenue: 2013-2016

• ROTRF grant: 120k

• Industry grants: 45k

• Banff meetings: 180k

• Donations: 0k

• No membership fees

• No endowment 

Expenses: 2013-2016

• Foundation operation: 85k

• Banff meeting: 50k

• Banff Working Groups: 10k

• Publications: 15k

Current balance: +184,744 CHF



• MOU developed in July 2016

• Joint Oversight committee

• Joint Program committee
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